with men and women of the several generations
accustomed to living tinder one roof in China,
it stands alone as an intimate description of that
life.

In so emphasizing these three novels, I have
merely done what the Chinese themselves do.
When you say " novels," the average Chinese
replies " SHUI Hu, SAN Kuo, HUNG Lou
MENG " ; yet this is not to say that there are
not hundreds of other novels, for there are. I
must mention Hsi Yu CHI, or RECORD OF
TRAVELS IN THE WEST, almost as popular as these
three. I might mention FENG SHEN CHUAN, the
story of a deified warrior, the author unknown
but said to be a writer in the time of Ming. I
must mention Ru LING WAI SHI, a satire upon
the evils of the Ts'ing dynasty, particularly of
the scholars, full of a double-edged though not
malicious dialogue, rich with incident, pathetic
and humorous. The fun here is made of the
scholars who can do nothing practical, who are
lost in the world of useful everyday things, who
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